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Now that is something to celebrate! Taking time to recall the many memories
of NPM Pittsburgh is a true blessing to all NPM Pittsburgh members, past and present. While we
cannot get together in true NPM Pittsburgh fashion with social and musical gatherings, we can still
raise our glasses (your choice of beverage) and offer a virtual toast … along with one enormous,
virtual, hug. We hope you can join us as we celebrate . . .
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Yes … we are determined to celebrate this special
year with each other so we are inviting everyone to
join us for our first ever virtual party, er, chapter
meeting … informative and engaging, fun and
festive … no formal agenda and ALL ARE
WELCOME!

r i n g Y o u r O w n B e ve ra g e

Every time someone new ‘jumps on’,
we all take a drink!

SPECIAL PRIZES

will be given throughout the

meeting! You don’t want to
miss this!

Please join our NPM Pittsburgh Zoom “Virtual Toast” Celebration by using this link:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82428047732?pwd=T0dKeUlVRzkzMFVyRmFGeU10K1Rkdz09
Meeting ID: 824 2804 7732

Passcode: 694720
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“CONGRATULATIONS NPM PITTSBURGH”

HERB D I LL A HU NT

C H A P T E R D I R E C T O R 2005 to 2015

I am so happy to congratulate you on 40 years as a chapter. I
remember very fondly my time in Pittsburgh and all the
wonderful gatherings we had together over the years. The
Pittsburgh NPM chapter has always been a strong one thanks
to the love, dedication, and strong musicianship of its
members. The support and interconnection of the Pittsburgh
diocesan musicians is the reason that the chapter has
remained such a beacon to other chapter directors of the past
and present.
Rick Gibala, John Romeri, John Miller,
Jim Chepponis, Don Fellows, and Kevin
Maurer have been and still are wonderful
leaders, who have provided shining examples
for others to emulate throughout their careers.
Though the past few years have been difficult
and even more so during the pandemic, I
know that you will carry on and adapt to all
of the changes, consolidations, and
reorganizations. Better days are ahead.

This past week marks my fifth anniversary at
St. Clarence in North Olmstead, Ohio. This
has been a wonderful move for me. St.
Clarence is a suburban parish without a school
and about 2300 families. During my time
here we have grown musically and
liturgically, prepared and performed concerts
with orchestra and installed a new organ. The
parish is friendly and welcoming.
During these past 5 years with the help of
others, we have been able to reorganize and
rebuild the Cleveland NPM chapter. I have

been its chapter director now going on four
years. I have met many of the diocesan
musicians and made lots of new friends.
The chapter has grown and we have had
many successful gatherings to help build the
networking organization similar to what we
had in Pittsburgh.

Continue in your ministry, building on the
strong foundations of the past. I know that
NPM will remain strong in the Pittsburgh
diocese due to its outstanding music
ministries. Keep up the good work and unite
yourselves in prayer for continued growth
and a strong impetus to move forward during
these difficult times.
With love and affection,
Herb Dillahunt
Herbert A. Dillahunt, Director of Music
St. Clarence Parish
30106 Lorain Road North Olmstead, OH 44070
herbdillahunt56@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & NOTES

From our Chapter Director …
Dear Members and Friends of NPM Pittsburgh,
After prayerful discernment, I have decided to step down as the Chapter Director of NPM
PIttsburgh, effective January 1, 2021. It has been a privilege to serve you as the director these past
five years. I have enjoyed meeting many of you and will cherish the times that we have spent
together. I am extremely proud of what WE have accomplished through the hard work of our
Leadership Team — DMMD Director, Daniel Kovacic; Secretary, Ginny Ambrose; Treasurer, Julianna
Haag; Animator for Koinonia, Anthony Milbower; Fundraising Coordinator, Tom Coyne; and
Vicariate Coordinators/Directors of Recruitment, Julianna Haag, Béla Pater, Robin Schillo, and Shari
Whitico. I look forward to maintaining my membership in this wonderful organization and willing to
assist in transitioning the new chapter director.
I also wish to sincerely thank two of our team members who are also retiring at the end of
December. The work of our Director of Technology, David Dreher, was paramount in bringing us
up to the 21st century, and the work of our Publicity Coordinator, Dianne Falvo, was of vital
importance in communicating and publishing our outstanding online editions of The Parish
Musician newsletters. You will be missed!
We are certainly living through very challenging times. In our world of pastoral music, choirs have
been put on hold, congregational singing has been suppressed with mandatory masking, and the
activities of our NPM chapter have been stymied for the last 6 months. As a result, we have little to
report, few additions to our calendar of events, and no clear direction as to how or when our
St. John Fisher, Churchill
programs can continue. That being said, we hope to publish the newsletter every other month to
keep you informed.
And yet we hope for a brighter day ….
Many changes are on the horizon for the Association of National Pastoral Musicians. You are invited
to join us for a “Virtual Toast to Our 40th Year” on Monday, September 21 at 7:00pm where we can
talk about some of these changes. In addition, it will be an evening of reminiscing, support for one
another, and some fun (from your own home!) as we will be using the ZOOM platform for the
meeting. The link can be found on the front page of the SEPTEMBER newsletter.
Finally, we are now accepting volunteers to serve on our nominating committee for a new chapter
director. In addition, we would be thrilled if you might consider having your name placed on the
ballot. Should you be interested, please email me at music@diopitt.org by Thursday, October 1,
and I will be in touch. A special election by our membership for Chapter Director will take place in
January via email.
Sincerely,
Kevin Maurer

CONGRATULATIONS …
We are delighted to congratulate TOM STEHLE, a native son of
Butler, PA and former officer of the Pittsburgh Chapter of NPM on
being named the NPM Pastoral Musician of the Year. Tom has
faithfully served in and promoted the role of pastoral music in
parish, diocesan, and institutional life. Presently, he is the Pastoral
Associate for Liturgy and Director of Music Ministries at the
Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle in Washington, D.C. Tom has
served in music ministry for over forty years.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & NOTES
Requiesat in pace

We offer our deepest condolences to TOM COYNE on the
recent passing of his mother, Marie Coyne … a beautiful,
vivacious Irish mother who loved celebrating her Irish heritage
with her family and friends. Please keep Tom in your prayers as
he grieves the loss of his mother and dearest friend. Marie, may
you sing and dance with the angels and saints.
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be ever at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face. May the rains fall soft upon your fields,
and until we meet again, may God hold you in the hollow of his hand.

⎡job posting⎦
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES · DMM (Part-time)
DIVINE MERCY PARISH
St. Benedict the Moor Church (Lower Hill)
The Director of Music Ministry at St. Benedict the Moor Church is a visionary, spiritual leader responsible
for the eﬀective planning, coordination and execution of music within the liturgical and communal life of
St. Benedict the Moor Church. This person is gifted with a vision of how St. Benedict the Moor Church
can develop its musical potential with diverse styles of worship and church music (i.e., traditional, hymns,
and contemporary repertoires);, particularly of African and African American cultures and music styles.
DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES
➤ Plan and direct a comprehensive music program which includes selecting and planning the music in
cooperation with the parish Worship/Liturgy Committee.
➤ Provide musical leadership for all Sunday Masses and possibly Holy Days, sacramental and other
major celebrations.
➤ Supervise the choir(s), musicians, cantors; coordinate and schedule all musicians (choir, cantor,
instrumentalists) and rehearsals.
➤ Know the latest Church and liturgical documents and music trends.
➤ Maintain regular communication and collaborate closely with the pastor and with other members of
the parish staﬀ while integrating his or her own areas of responsibility with the overall vision of the parish.
➤ Attend Worship/Liturgy Committee meetings; work with the pastor and Parish Finance Council to
develop a yearly budget for the music ministry.
➤ Support the pastor to create vibrant, prayerful worship experiences.
➤ Collaborate with the pastor & music director of the the other two parishes.
REQUIREMENTS:
➤ Strong person of faith with solid understanding of the Roman Catholic Liturgy; preferably a Catholic.
➤ Strong background of instrumental &/or vocal skills, including playing piano/keyboard, and organ;
strong people skills so as to teach/work with a variety of age groups.
➤ Strong organizational skills; able to work independently as well as collaboratively
➤ Bachelor’s Degree in Music (Masters preferred) with 3 - 5 years experience
➤ Part-time salary based on education and experience.
Inquiries about this position should be submitted to Fr. Tom Burke by sending your resumé to
tburke@diopitt.org or by calling 412-661-7222 (option 2).
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2020 ORGAN CONCERT SERIES・ ST. PAUL C ATHEDRAL, PITTSBURGH
SUNDAY・SEPTEMBER 6, 2020・3:30pm
KENNETH DANCHIK
ST. PAUL CATHEDRAL・PITTSBURGH
Ken has served all but two years of his 45-year liturgical music career right here in
Pittsburgh. He studied organ at Duquesne University with Ann Labounsky, earning
undergraduate degrees in Organ Performance and Music Education, and a
Master’s Degree in Sacred Music.

SUNDAY・OCTOBER 11, 2020・3:30pm
DONALD FELLOWS
ST. PAUL CATHEDRAL・PITTSBURGH
A native of Glen Cove, New York, Don is Organist & Director of Music of St.
Paul Cathedral, Pittsburgh. He joined the staff in September of 1999 as
Associate Director of Music. He has earned both the Bachelor of Music and
Master of Music degrees from the State University of New York at Fredonia
in 1980 and 1987.

FRIDAY・NOVEMBER 20, 2020・7:30pm
PETER LATONA
THE BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Recognized as a conductor, composer, organist, improviser, and teacher, Peter
is dedicated to providing the highest standard in sacred music within the context
of Roman Catholic Liturgy. Dr. Latona also serves on the composition faculty of
The Catholic University of America Benjamin T. Rome School of Music. Dr.
Latona is a graduate of Bucknell University (B. Mus.), the Yale School of Music
(M. Mus.), and the Manhattan School of Music (D.M.A.).

SUNDAY・JANUARY 3, 2021・3:30pm
MARY CATHERINE LEVRI
THE ATHENAEUM・CINCINNATI,
Pittsburgh native, Mary Catherine received a Doctorate of Musical Arts in
Organ Performance from the University of Notre Dame in 2017, where she
was a student of Dr. Craig Cramer. She received the Best DMA Thesis
Award for her dissertation, “The Chant-based Organ Works of Anton
Heiller.” Mary Catherine served as the Assistant Director of the Liturgical
Choir, Director of the Community Choir, and Assistant Organist at the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart at Notre Dame from 2010 to 2015.
COVID-19 CONSIDERATIONS for ALL AUDIENCE MEMBERS

- Masks are required.
- Only one entrance to cathedral (parking lot doors).
- Hand sanitize upon entering the cathedral (we provide).
- Social distancing is required. Please sit in the designated areas.
- Restroom availability may be limited.
- Please take a printed program and keep it when you depart or place it in the designated trash container.

Concerts take place in St. Paul Cathedral — corner of Fifth Avenue & Craig Street in Oakland.
- FREE ADMISSION — a free-will offering will be gratefully received.
- For more details, call the Cathedral Music Office at 412-621-4951, ext. 28
or email to: donaldfellows@verizon.net.
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TECHNOLOGY

T ECH T IME

T
V

PI T T SBURGH

ministrymonday.org
www.npm.org

THE HYMN SOCIETY
https://www.thehymnsociety.org

Sing Amen!
https://singamen.giamusic.com

Check out the most recent articles on
praytellblog.com..
Pray Tell is a prolific site full of
interesting, thought-provoking articles on
a variety of liturgical topics and current
events — well worth your time.

Just checking in with you …
… in these unsettling times. We want to hear from you, dear members
and friends of NPM Pittsburgh. We realize that many of you are
experiencing or have already experienced drastic changes in your
ministry — some with more impact than others, but change nonetheless.
We, the Leadership Team, are brainstorming ideas on how we can still
serve you, our members, in the days ahead — a virtual prayer service where we can pray
together? Virtual programs for these unusual times? We are still here and we hope you will be
too. Remember, we are stronger together.

Music will help dissolve
your perplexities
and purify your character
and sensibilities,
and in that time of care
and sorrow,
will keep a fountain of joy
alive in you.
— Dietrich Bonhoffer
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NPM PITTSBURGH LEADERSHIP TEAM
DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

ANIMATOR FOR KOINONIA

Reverend James J. Chepponis
Diocese of Pittsburgh Music Oﬃce
2900 Noblestown Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15201-4227
Music Oﬃce (412) 456-3042
FAX (412) 456-3163
Church (412) 221-6275
Email npmpgh@aol.com

Anthony Milbower
Cell (724) 255-1566
Email anthonymilbower@comcast.net

NPM PITTSBURGH CHAPTER DIRECTOR

PUBLICITY COORDINATOR

Kevin Maurer
Cell (412) 999-4607
Email music@diopitt.org

Dianne Falvo
Cell (412) 303-0908
Email dmf653@verizon.net

DMMD DIRECTOR

FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR

Daniel Kovacic
Cell (724) 880-5418
Email dfkovacic@gmail.com

Tom Coyne
Cell (412) 496-9720
Email thomasfcoyne63@gmail.com

SECRETARY

TREASURER

Ginny Ambrose
Cell (412) 389-9933
Email ginnyambroseorganist@gmail.com

Julianna Haag
Church (412) 531-2135
Email jmdhaag@hotmail.com

DIRECTOR OF TECHNOLOGY
David Dreher
Cell (412) 585-1398
Email ddreher@saintkilian.org

VICARIATE COORDINATORS/DIRECTORS OF RECRUITMENT
VICARIATE 1
Julianna Haag

VICARIATE 2
Béla Pater

VICARIATE 3
Robin Schillo

VICARIATE 4
Shari Whitico

My Lord, God, I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am
following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the right road
though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem to be lost
and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen.
- Thomas Merton
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