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THE BEST OF TIMES
Dear NPM Pittsburgh Family,      

Who could have ever predicted that our life (and Lenten 
journey) as we knew it would come to a screeching halt and find 
the world at a standstill?  Our vocabulary has broadened into 
such terms as COVID-19, stay-at-home orders, pandemic, social 
distancing, and self-quarantine.  We watch the death toll rise 
and are fearful that we or one of our loved ones could catch this 
deadly virus.  And then on top of everything else, our pastoral 
musicians sadly face the harsh reality of furloughs and job 
losses.  It’s easy to feel hopeless, restless, or even lonely. 

As a chapter, we have had to put a hold on our unveiling of 
NPM Pittsburgh Re-imagined.  We have also found it necessary 
to sadly cancel our scheduled events including the Youth 
Initiative’s High School Cantor Workshop at Duquesne 
University and the May 3 Handbell Festival.   

	 	 	 	

Never                

be afraid                 

to trust            

an unknown 

future             

to a known 

God.                               
- C o r r i e  Te n  B o o m

SUMMER 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE

MAY 28, 2020

In all this craziness, I do pray that you can find some solace.  
Consider this time as an opportunity to grow closer to God, to 
become more introspective of the gifts that you have been 
given.  As we take our daily outside walks for fresh air, look 
around you for the signs of hope.  The beauty of the tulips and 
daffodils and the blooming forsythia and fruit trees are all signs 
of spring, assuring us that God is with us at all times.    

In Rory Cooney’s hymn, “Do Not Fear to Hope,” the fourth verse 
speaks volumes to us at this time.        

 Look to God when reason fails, and terror reigns in the night.  
 Look upon the crucified and see beyond into Easter’s dawning   
 light. 

Look also to Scripture to find solace.  One of my favorite biblical 
passages is Jeremiah 29: 11—14.      

 For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the Lord,   
 plans for your welfare, not for woe!  Plans to give you a future   
 full of hope.  When you call me, when you go to pray to me, I   
 will listen to you.  When you look for me, you will find me.       
 Yes, when you seek me with all your heart, you will find me   
 with you, says the Lord. 

In closing, be assured that the Leadership Team of NPM 
Pittsburgh will continue to lift you all in prayer and look forward 
to celebrating our 40th anniversary year this fall and in the 
spring of 2021.     

God bless you for all that you do!       

Sincerely,        
Kevin  

the worst of times
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & NOTES

THE DATES OF THE TRIDUUM  

Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments has decreed that the celebration of 
Palm Sunday and the Triduum are not permitted to be moved.  

TIME OF HOLY WEEK LITURGIES AND LIVE-STREAMING  

The time of Holy Week liturgies should follow norms given in the Roman Missal.  Friday of the Passion 
of the Lord is to occur in the afternoon about 3:00 p.m.  The Easter Vigil must be celebrated no earlier 
than 8:30 p.m.  

Those parishes with live-stream capability should notify the parishioners of the time for the live- 
stream; parishes should also notify the Diocesan Office of Communications at jantkowiak@diopitt.org 
for the diocesan calendar/schedule of events that will be posted to the diocesan website.  The 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments has decreed that Masses should 
be live-streamed and not recorded.  

REMINDERS FOR OPEN CHURCHES DURING HOLY WEEK 

 During Holy Week, there will be no public celebration of liturgies.  

 Churches are NOT to be open during scheduled Masses/liturgies.  

 Parishes are not to be hosting times for Adoration, Rosary, Stations of the Cross or other devotions.  

 Churches are open for those who may wish to make a short visit.  

 If a pastor believes that his parish church should be closed for security reasons or if it is usually   
 closed during the day – he may elect to keep the church closed.  Notification, if not already common  
 knowledge, should be made to parishioners.  

ART AND ENVIRONMENT DURING HOLY WEEK  

 Due to limited financial resources and lack of volunteers during this time, churches should be   
 decorated simply for the celebration of Palm Sunday and the Triduum.                                                                                              
      ▸ Care is to be made that there is a distinction between each celebration of Holy Week through   
          simple changes to the environment.  
      ▸ If flowers/plants are used, they are to be fresh flowers.         
         Artificial flowers and plants should never be displayed in churches. 

MINISTERS PERMITTED TO BE PRESENT AT HOLY WEEK LITURGIES

Directives for the CELEBRATION of PALM SUNDAY and TRIDUUM 
LITURGIES during COVID-19 Outbreak April, 2020 

The liturgies of Holy Week must adhere to the current government recommendation of no more 
than ten individuals gathered.  Therefore, the following ministers are suggested but must not exceed 
ten persons: 

• Celebrant (and concelebrants) 
• Deacon 
• Two servers 
• Organist 
• Cantor 
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DIOCESAN DIRECTIVES (CONT.)

St. John Fisher, Churchill

CHRISM MASS 

The Chrism Mass will be postponed and re-scheduled with the renewal of priestly commitment and   
the blessing/consecration of oils occurring at that time. 

Oils/chrism currently in use may continue to be used until a new supply is blessed/consecrated and 
made available. 

If the parish is running low on oils/chrism, contact Erica Gamerro, Director of Worship, at 
egamerro@diopitt.org.   

HOLY THURSDAY 

No public gatherings (inside or outside churches, in cars, etc.).  Churches are to be locked at       
 the locations of the celebration of Holy Thursday Masses during the actual celebration. 

The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated by Bishop Zubik without a congregation   
 and broadcast via live-stream internet at 7:00pm on Thursday, April 9, 2020. 

The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper is to be celebrated without a congregation. 

The Washing of the Feet, which is optional, is to be omitted. 

The usual procession with the Blessed Sacrament to a place of repose is to be omitted, and the   
 Blessed Sacrament is to be kept in the tabernacle, as usual. 

Churches are to be closed after Masses on Holy Thursday evening and the faithful are to be                                    
 instructed that the traditional visitation to three or more churches is not permitted. 

Priests who are unable to celebrate Mass are to pray Vespers of the day. 

GOOD FRIDAY 

No public gatherings (inside or outside churches, in cars, etc.).  Churches are to be locked at the 
locations of the celebration of Good Friday liturgies during the actual celebration. 

Friday of the Passion of the Lord will be celebrated by Bishop Zubik without a congregation   
and broadcast via live-stream at 3:00pm on Friday, April 10, 2020. 

The Commemoration/Celebration of the Lord’s Passion is to be celebrated without a congregation. 

The following intention is added to the Solemn Intercessions before the Tenth (and last) Intercession:     

      Let us pray also for those suffering from the scourge of the coronavirus pandemic, that our God   
      may relieve the anguish of all the afflicted and give them strength to persevere in faith.

No public gathering (inside or outside churches, in cars, etc.).  Churches are to be locked at the 
locations of the celebration of Palm Sunday Masses during the actual celebration. 

The Mass of Palm Sunday will be celebrated by Bishop Zubik without a congregation, with palms 
blessed, and broadcast via live-stream internet at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 5, 2020.  

A Mass for Palm Sunday is to be celebrated without a congregation by parish priests in parish 
churches.  

The Second Form:  The Solemn Entrance may be modified to respond to the current circumstances.       

Blessed palms are to be made available for pick-up at a later date once restrictions are lifted.  Parishes 
must follow proper sanitary procedures and every effort should be made to prevent crowds from 
entering parish churches to receive blessed palm.

PALM SUNDAY

Care must be taken to ensure the safety of everyone present — proper distancing (as much as 
possible), handwashing before and after the liturgy, etc.  No one who is experiencing any 
symptoms of illness is permitted to assist at the celebration of the Holy Week liturgies.

mailto:egamerro@diopitt.org
mailto:egamerro@diopitt.org
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HOLY SATURDAY 

The traditional ecumenical blessing over the City of Pittsburgh is postponed and will be    
 re-scheduled once the restrictions are lifted.         

 No public gatherings (inside or outside churches, in cars, etc.).  Churches are to be locked   
 at the locations of the celebration of the Easter Vigil during the actual celebration.                      

No blessing of Easter baskets.

The Vigil is celebrated in the cathedral, parish churches, and in monasteries and religious   
 communities in the Diocese of Pittsburgh if there is an assigned priest chaplain.   
              

 The Vigil may not be celebrated earlier than 8:30pm.                

The Easter Vigil will be celebrated by Bishop Zubik without a congregation and broadcast via  
 live-stream internet at 8:30pm on Saturday, April 11, 2020.                     

During the Easter Vigil:

At “The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil or Lucenarium,” the preparation and lighting of the fire 
is omitted, the Paschal Candle is lit, the procession is omitted, and the Easter Proclamation 
(Exsultet) follows.           

The Liturgy of the Word proceeds according to the rubrics. 

For the Baptismal Liturgy, the “Renewal of Baptismal Promises” alone is necessary; Holy 
Water may be blessed but holy water fonts are to remain empty.     

The Rite of Christian Initiation and/or Reception into Full Communion is postponed and will 
be re-scheduled once restrictions are lifted.        

Liturgy of the Eucharist follows.

EASTER SUNDAY 

 No public gatherings (inside or outside churches, in cars, etc.).  Churches are to be locked at the  
 locations of the celebration of the Easter Sunday Mass. 

 Mass for Easter Sunday will be celebrated by Bishop Zubik without a congregation and   
 broadcast via live-stream at 10:00am on Sunday, April 12, 2020.      

 Mass for Easter Sunday is to be celebrated without a congregation.      

 The annual Blessing of Families at St. Paul Cathedral is canceled.

DIOCESAN DIRECTIVES (CONT.)

Prayer in silence.  Then the Priest says:                              

      Almighty ever-living God, you raised your Son’s cross as the sign of victory and life.                                 
      May all who share in his suffering through illness and hardship find in him a source of courage.            
      Transform their weakness by the strength of your grace and confirm in them your comfort    
      and peace.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Tenth Intercession — For those in tribulation is prayed as usual and concludes The Solemn 
Intercessions. 

The Adoration of the Cross by kissing shall be limited solely to the celebrant. 

Priests who are unable to celebrate this liturgy are to pray Vespers of the day     
from the Liturgy of Hours instead.  
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SHRINE MASSES: HOLY WEEK/TRIDUUM/EASTER

May we who are merely inconvenienced          
remember those whose lives are at stake.  

May we who have no risk factors                
remember those most vulnerable.                          

May we who have the luxury of working           
from home remember those who must 
choose between preserving their health                             
or making their rent.

May we who have the flexibility to care                    
for our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no options.        

May we who have to cancel our trip            
remember those that have no place to go.

May we who are losing our margin money                    
in the tumult of the economic market                  
remember those who have no margin at all.                                                                                                                        

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
remember those who have no home.

During this time when we cannot physically 
wrap our arms around each other,                 
let us yet find ways to be the loving 
embrace of God to our neighbors.  Amen.

Written by a member of the Interfaith Hospitality Network in the Cincinnati area.  
Shared by Fr. Larry Tensi , FDLC Region Six.
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 YOUTH MINISTRY INITIATIVE

TEEN VOICES Diana Lozinger, Cantor

DIANA LOZINGER           
has been involved in 
the music ministry at 
her par ish of St . 
Kilian in Cranberry 
Township for several 
years.  She started in 
the Children’s Choir 
when she was 7 
years old, became a 

Junior Cantor at age 9, and became a leading 
cantor when she was 13. Diana sees 
cantoring as being very beneficial for her 
spiritual and religious experience because 
she is taking a direct role in the mass in 
which she must be prepared for singing the 
hymns which correspond to the day’s 
readings.

SHE regards music director, Mr. David 
Dreher, as playing a very important part in her 
interest to cantor as well as in her own faith 
journey.  She says that ever since she was in 
the Children’s Choir, Mr. Dreher has helped 
her gain a better understanding by explaining 
the deeper meaning behind the music she 
was being asked to sing each week.

OUTSIDE of the church, Diana has been a 
singer in the National Federation of Music 
Clubs, where she performed musical 
theater pieces for 11 years.  She also plays 
the piano, and has performed in rock 
bands.  She is active in the Church in other 
ways, as a member of the parish Youth 
Group, an aide in the Faith Formation 
program, and a member of the Pittsburgh 
Diocesan Youth Council.  She is also active 
in advocacy for brain injuries, strokes, and 
disabilities, as she has had a history with 
these conditions.

DIANA is an International Baccalaureate 
Diploma candidate at Vincentian Academy, 
where she also serves as a cantor. Her 
favorite classes tend to be in the social 
sciences and humanities. She plans on 
attending the University of Scranton next 
year for Psychology and Philosophy.  Diana 
plans to continue to sing and serve in the 
Church.

NPM Pittsburgh is committed                  
to fostering a dynamic collaboration 
with young musicians, using the 
following goals as its mission:

NOTE:  If you would like to feature a young person in 
our “Teen Voices” column who is currently involved   
in your music ministry program, please let us know by 
sending an email to music@diopitt.org.

YOUTH
MINISTRYin i t ia t ive

✓  To identify the youth that currently participate        
in their parish’s music ministry program. 

✓  To provide and promote opportunities to network                              
with other youth. 

✓  To encourage genuine youth involvement in music ministry                 
in their parish through collaboration with Youth Directors                   
and Parish Music Directors. 

✓  To seek out those young people who show a sincere desire                
and commitment to be more involved in music ministry,                         
and help them in discerning a possible career in serving the Church.

B E  W E L L

—Julian of Norwich

ALL SHALL

AND ALL MANNER

AND ALL SHALL
B E  W E L L
OF THING SHALL
B E  W E L L

mailto:music@diopitt.org
mailto:music@diopitt.org
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TECHNOLOGY

TECH TIME VT
SBURT GHPI T

WARNING:  Above icons are “active” and may be beneficial to your ministry.

If you missed the Handbell 
Workshop offered back in the 
fall, we are happy to re-offer 
that workshop here in 4 — 30 
minute videos.  

Please use this link to view the 
first video   

Helpful Links — LITURGICAL PLANNING
Need some inspirational ideas for hymns, psalms, and choral anthems?  You might want         
to try some of these online resources:

1.GIA — https:// www.giamusic.com/store/sacred-music/music-by-day
2. GIA — https://www.giamusic.com/pdf/xHymns-and-Anthems-30-4.pdf
3. OCP — https://www.ocp.org/en-us/liturgy-planning
4. OCP — https://www.liturgy.com 
5. NPM — https://npm.org (members only portal gives access to planning
6. Living Liturgy — https://litpress.org/Products/4422/Living-Liturgy-for-Music-Ministers

A ND…. More Helpful Links

www.npm.org

ministrymonday.org

THE HYMN SOCIETY

https://www.thehymnsociety.org

    Check out these articles on praytellblog.com. 
Type the title in the “Search” bar.

• Seeking to Encounter the Eucharistic Christ in 
Digital Bread and Wine

• Initiating Christians during the Time of Health 
Crisis:   Some Questions

• A Litany to Pray Frequently in Time of Health 
Pandemic 

Sing Amen! 
https://singamen.giamusic.com

“HOW TO INCREASE YOUR DIGITAL 
FOOTPRINT” for MUSIC MINISTERS: 
From Software to Hardware

HANDBELL WORKSHOP — Re-visited

… then continue with the remaining videos.  
Learn more about bell technique and 
accessible bell repertoire for beginning 
handbell choirs — skillfully presented by 
Mary Rita and Jim Rossetti.

You are invited to tune in to an NPM 
Livestream session with David Dreher on 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 at 3:00pm as he 
shares his insights on building a digital 
presence, making your ministry more 
efficient, more effective. 

Use this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TX8KC_U5_3g to livestream with 
Dave and get your questions ready for real-
time Q&A. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
gather more information on what a digital 
presence can do for your ministry.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6fowDmo_uc

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6fowDmo_uc
https://singamen.giamusic.com
https://www.thehymnsociety.org
http://www.npm.org
http://praytellblog.com
http://ministrymonday.org
http://www.giamusic.com/store/sacred-music/music-by-day
http://www.npm.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX8KC_U5_3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX8KC_U5_3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX8KC_U5_3g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6fowDmo_uc
https://singamen.giamusic.com
http://praytellblog.com
http://www.giamusic.com/store/sacred-music/music-by-day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX8KC_U5_3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX8KC_U5_3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX8KC_U5_3g
https://www.thehymnsociety.org
http://ministrymonday.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2QtbtA_vSa6JFSZLzMGsA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Q6IVdolL1g
https://www.facebook.com/groups/367875883372888/
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MARCH RE-CAP

2020 NPM CONVENTION
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY・JULY 7 - 10, 2020

STILL ON

Meet the Mighty BECKERATH
NPM Pittsburgh Youth Initiative was delighted to 
present “Meet the Mighty Beckerath” on Saturday, 
March 7 at St. Paul Cathedral with organists 
extraordinaire, Don Fellows and Ken Danchik.  They 
shared the fascinating history of how this magnificent 
organ came to be housed in the Cathedral, and also 
demonstrated its wide range of tonal color and sheer 
breadth of power.

Four talented, young organists took turns on the 
bench, getting the opportunity to play the Beckerath 
under the tutelage of Don and Ken. We want to 
express our deepest gratitude to Don and Ken for 
their gracious hospitality in hosting this Youth Initiative 
event on a Saturday afternoon, and for sharing their 
collective knowledge, wisdom, and skill on the pipe 
organ.  Judging from all the smiles, it looks like a great 
time was had by all!  Not to mention how fortunate these young organ students were to 
learn from two of the very best organists … anywhere.

L to R: Don Fellows, Aidan Donovan, Benjamin Stalder, 
Nicholas Hillenbrand, John Paul Daniele, and Ken Danchik.

… as of April 1, 2020
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NPM PITTSBURGH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  	 


Reverend James J. Chepponis                  
Diocese of Pittsburgh Music Office                
2900 Noblestown Road                               
Pittsburgh, PA  15201-4227                            
Music Office   (412) 456-3042                                           
FAX   (412) 456-3163                                     
Church   (412) 221-6275                                  
Email   npmpgh@aol.com 


NPM PITTSBURGH CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Kevin Maurer                                                                                                       
Cell   (412) 999-4607                                                                    
Email   music@diopitt.org 


ANIMATOR FOR KOINONIA                           

Anthony Milbower                                              
Cell   (724) 255-1566                                                                                          
Email   anthonymilbower@comcast.net 

DMMD DIRECTOR  

Daniel Kovacic                                                                                                                         
Cell   (724) 880-5418                                                                 
Email   dfkovacic@gmail.com 


DIRECTOR OF TECHNOLOGY 

David Dreher                                                 
Cell   (412) 585-1398                                                      
Email   ddreher@saintkilian.org


SECRETARY  

Ginny Ambrose                                                                                 
Cell   (412) 389-9933                                                     
Email   ginnyambroseorganist@gmail.com


PUBLICITY COORDINATOR                        

Dianne Falvo                                                                                   
Cell   (412) 303-0908                                                  
Email   dmf653@verizon.net 

TREASURER	 	 	 	 	 


Julianna Haag	 	 	                
Church   (412) 531-2135	 	                                                                            
Email   jmdhaag@hotmail.com


FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR                      

Tom Coyne                                                                                   
Cell   (412) 496-9720                                                
Email   thomasfcoyne63@gmail.com 

VICARIATE COORDINATORS/DIRECTORS OF RECRUITMENT

VICARIATE 1        
Julianna Haag               

VICARIATE 2                     
Béla Pater

VICARIATE 3                     
Robin Schillo

VICARIATE 4                          
Shari Whitico                                                                                                   

Happy Easter NPM Pittsburgh!
The Risen Christ is with us today,        

and he continues to need                  
each one of you.                              

Jesus needs your eyes                            
to continue to see.                                

He needs your strength                            
to continue to work.                                
He needs your voice                                     
to continue to teach.                               

He needs your hands                              
to continue to bless.                                 
He needs your heart                                    
to continue to love.                                      

And Jesus needs your whole being                                      
to continue to build his body,                   

   the Church.                                           
As we believe, so let us live!                    

— Joseph Bernardin 
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